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Figure 1.1

DOMINANT AND RECESSIVE CHARACTERISTICS

Dominant Traits Recessive Traits
Eye coloring brown eyes grey, green, hazel, blue eyes
Vision farsightedness normal vision
normal vision nearsightedness
nommal vision night blindness
nommal vision color biindness*
Hair dark hair blonde, light, red hair
nonred hair red hair
curly hair straight hair

full head of hair

baldness*

widow's peak

nomal hairline

Facial Features

dimples

no dimples

unattached earlobes

attached earlobes

freckles no freckles
broad lips thin lips

Appendages extra digits normal number
fused digits nommal digits
short digits nommal digits
fingers lack 1 joint nommal joints
limb dwarfing nommal proportion
clubbed thumb nommal thumb
double-jointedness nommal joints

Other immunity to poison ivy susceptibiliy to poison ivy
nommal pigmented skin albinism
normal blood clotting hemophilia*

nommal hearing

congenital deafness

nommal hearing and speaking

deaf mutism

normal—no PKU

phenylketonuria (PKU)

‘Source: hitp:/ /wwwblinn.edu/socialscience/LDThomas/ Feldman/Handouts /0203hand htm.
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Figure 1.2

GENETIC TRAITS AND ME

Name: Hour: Date:

Use the chart, your partner, and a mirror to determine what genetic traits you have. After you make your
observations, determine which of your traits are dominant and which are recessive. Record your answers
below.

Trait Observation Dominant or Recessive?

Eye color

Hair color

Facial feature: dimples (yes o no)

Facial feature: earlobes (attached
or free)

Facial feature: Freckles (yes or no)

Facial feature: ips (broad or thin)

Facial feature: tongue rolling

Appendages: double jointed (yes
or no)

Vision: farsightedness or normal

Vision: normal or colorblind

Thinking Critically

1. Did you have more dominant or recessive traits?

2. Which do you think occurs more often, dominant traits or recessive traits?

3. Blonde hair and blue eyes are recessive traits. In Scandinavian countries a majority of people you see
have blonde hair and blue eyes. If you answered in question 3 that dominant traits occur more often,
how can you account for this? If you answered anything else in question 3, cite an additional example
of a recessive trait being more common than a dominant one or explain why you answered the way
you did in question 3.
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